A few days ago a Brahmin, who had travelled all the way from Maunbhoom, presented himself at the hospital and asked to be allowed to exhibit the virtue of a certain antidote to snake poison : he asserted that it was infallible, and that he had repeatedly proved it to be so, by saving the lives of men and animals when at the point of death from snake bite. He was evidently honest in his belief, and waited for some days until I had leisure to give him the opportunity he sought.
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His remedy was the leaf of some wild plant?it was bruised into a pulp ; but from some portion of the leaves I saw, I imagine it was of the cucurbitaceous order.
He asserted that the antidote would prove equally efficacious in the case of a dog, as in that of a man, bitten by a cobra, and he was most anxious to display it. He said he had no object but that of making it known, and that he had travelled all the way from Maunbhoom for the purpose. Accordingly, a few days later when he said he was perfectly prepared for the trial, I had a pariah dog bitten in the hind leg by a cobra ; he said that was exactly what he wanted, and that as soon as the symptoms of poisoning shewed themselves, he would at once demonstrate the potency of the drug by restoring the animal to health.
He had meanwhile mixed a quantity of the green pulp of his leaves with the tobacco water out of a common hubble-bubble, and waited for the proper time to administer the antidote.
The dog, in a few minutes, began to show symptoms of the poison; but he said it was yet too soon to begin the treatment. A minute or two later the symptoms of poisoning becoming more marked, he poured some of the mixture down the dog's throat and rubbed him all over with it. This he continued doing for several minutes, during which time it was difficult to say in what state the animal was, as it was being pulled about and rubbed with the disgusting compound. He presently released the animal which, stupefied and exhausted, staggered forward a few steps. The man immediately said "now the dog is recovering, he will soon be well." The dog, at this juncture, fell over in convulsions. The man seemed nothing disconcerted; he said a few more doses and a little more rubbing would put all to rights. The process was repeated, and the result was that the dog was more prostrate than before. He was evidently dying, could not co-ordinate his locomotive apparatus, and fell over again convulsed. The man now looked rather surprised and disappointed, but he redoubled hi3 efforts, and this time when the dog'was released he fell over, and after a few convulsive movements, died?within half an hour of being bitten.
The man said he was not dead, and that he still believed he would recover.
Another application of the drug convinced him, and he at last admitted that his antidote had failed.
I asked him if everything had been done as he desired, if anything had been omitted; he said no, and that he had nothing whatever to object to the proceedings. I then asked him if he would try again on an another dog ; he said no, he did.not wish to destroy any more life, and that he felt satisfied now that the leaf was powerless ; he said he could not account for it, but he certainly had seen men and animals recover, after being bitten, in his own country, by the efficacy of this antidote. I asked him if he had seen the snakes that bit the persons he had cured; he had not; but he knew them to have been cobras, and that several of his patients had been brought to him in the last extremity?of fear, I imagine. The man was evidently honest in his credulity, and was bitterly disappointed and surprised at his failure.
